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Developing school-based teaching 
resources: Stories for Shared Reading

This case-study records the 
process of the teachers of Tai 
Po Rhenish Church Kindergarten 
developing stories in place of 
the original English course 
books as learning and teaching 
resources for exposing young 
children to English.



School Background

� Established in 1956

� The English language plan had been textbook-based.

� Joined the ‘Quality English Language Education at Pre-
primary Level’ Project in 2009/10

� Two project teachers
� Adopted shared reading activities as regular English activities

� Story books became the main source of learning and teaching 
materials for children’s exposure to English ever since joining 
the Project.

� 2009/10 trial period K3

� 2010/11 K2 

� 2011/12 whole school 



Opportunity Identified in Learning 
and Teaching

• To integrate English into the main curriculum of the 
school, stories related to the same theme as the 
Chinese curriculum are in demand.

• There are limited collections of suitable stories for 
shared reading activities, especially stories related 
to Chinese festivals.

• Principal and project teachers suggested 
developing school-based learning and teaching 
materials in order to suit their children’s needs.



About Stories …

According to the Reading Resource Book (Education 
Department of Western Australia; 1997), quality stories 
should encompass the following elements:

1. Text must be written in fluent natural language.

2. Text must be well-structured.

3. Topic must be interesting and relevant to children.

4. Books that feature rhyme, rhythm and repetition are 
good for building children confidence in reading.

5. Illustrations should enhance and support the text.

6. Stories should involve believable characters in well 
structured plots.



About Stories …

In addition to the above points,

Graves (2000: 156) also recommended 

learning and teaching materials 

with the following elements:

Social Context

• Provide intercultural focus

• Develop critical social awareness

Learning

• Engage in discovery, problem solving, analysis



Road Map of the Resource Development
Phase I Phase II

Jan 11 Feb 11 Mar 11 Apr 11 May 11

K2

L1

Initial 
discussion 
with the 

Principal 
and project 
teachers

Deciding on 
the 
theme/topic 

of the 
stories

Creation

of the 
storylines

Creating text  
and designing 
illustrations

Revising the 
text and 
illustrations

K3

L2

Phase II Phase III & IV Phase V

June 11 July 11 Aug 11 Sept 11 Sept 11

K2

L1

Producing 
the story 
books  

1st teaching 
tryout 

Reflection and 
final revision 
of the stories

2nd teaching 
tryout

K3

L2

Creating 
text  and 
designing 
illustrations

Revising the 
text and 
illustrations



The 5 Phases of 
Developing the Stories

Phase I: Brainstorming and Creation of 
Storylines

Theme?
Topic?

Format?

Content?

�



The Developed Storyline at 
Phase I – K2 (Level 1)

Place In a park

Time At night

Characters Mummy, Mike and some 

people in the park

Story 
Events

• Mummy and Mike saw some   
lanterns under which there 
were riddles.

• Mummy read aloud one 
riddle for Mike.

• Mike tried to make guesses 
about what the riddle was 
referring to, based on each 
hint given in the riddle.

•Mike made three guesses.

Twist-
and-turn

• Mummy read aloud all 

three hints again in the 

riddle for Mike.

Resolution

/Story 
Ending

• Mike looked upon the 

sky and he finally found 

that it was the moon the 

riddle was referring to.



The Developed Storyline at 
Phase I – K3 (Level 2)

Twist-and-turn • While Johnny 

thought that 

everything was 

ready for the 

celebration, the 

family discovered 

that the dog had 

eaten up the 

mooncakes on 

dining table. 

Meanwhile, the 

door bell rang.

Resolution/Story 
Ending

• Grandma and 

Grandpa came 

with a box of 

mooncakes.

Place At home

Time In the evening

Characters Johnny, Jossie, Daddy, 

Mummy, Grandpa, 

Grandma, a dog, a cat

Story 
Events

• Mummy asked Johnny to 
help prepare for the Mid-
autumn celebration at home.

•Johnny helped get the 
things ready: mooncakes, 
lanterns, fruits. Each time 
Johnny went to a different 
place to get the things and 
had the things properly 
placed in the dining room.



The 5 Phases of 
Developing the Stories

Factors considered: 

a. elements that children could learn from the story 
- in the aspect of cultural and moral education

b. the target language features that interest the 
children

c. what interests the children
d. what relates to the children’s daily experience

Phase II: Production of Text and Illustration

�



The 5 Phases of 
Developing the Stories

Phase II: Production of Text and Illustration

K2 (Level 1):  
• Text should be simple and 

short.
• Vocabulary

K3 (Level 2):  
• Text could be longer. 
• Formulaic expressions

Factors considered:
a. Repetition
b. Illustration should be richer than the text

�



Some pencil drafts 
of the K2 (Level 1) story



The Developed Text at Phase II

Title Mid-autumn Festival  (K2)

P.1 Today is Mid-autumn Festival. Mum and Mike go to a fair. 

P.2 There is a riddle under the lantern. (in the SB above Mike)

P.3 Let’s take a look at the riddle. (in the SB above Mummy) 

P.4 It is yellow. (in the SB above Mummy)

Is it a starfruit? (in the SB above Mike) 

P.5 No, it is not. It is round. (in the SB above Mummy)

Is it a mooncake? (in the SB above Mike)

P.6 No, it is not. It is bright. (in the SB above Mummy)

Is it a lantern? (in the SB above Mike)

P.7 No, it is not. It is yellow, round and bright. What is it? (in the 
SB above Mummy) 

P.8 I know! It’s the moon! (in the SB above Mike)

*SB = speech bubble



The Developed Story (K2)

Book cover



The Developed Story (K2)

Page 1



The Developed Story (K2)

Page 2 Page 3



The Developed Story (K2)

Page 4 Page 5



The Developed Story (K2)

Page 6 Page 7



The Developed Story (K2)

Page 8



Some pencil drafts 
of the K3 (Level 2) story



The Developed Text at Phase II
Title Mid-autumn Festival (K3)

P.1 It was Mid-autumn Festival. ‘We will have a party. Can you 
help me, Johnny?’ Mummy asked. 

P.2 ‘Yes, let me put the mooncakes on the dining table,’ Johnny 
said. 

P.3 Excuse me, Jossie! (in the SB above Johnny)

Okay! (in the SB above Jossie)

P.4 Thank you, Jossie! (in the SB above Johnny)

P.5 ‘Let me hang up the lantern,’ Johnny said. 

P.6 Excuse me! (in the SB above Johnny)

Meow! (in the SB next to the cat) 

P.7 Great! (in the SB above Johnny)

P.8 ‘Let me get the fruits,’ Johnny said. 

*SB = speech bubble



The Developed Text at Phase II
Title Mid-autumn Festival (K3)

P.9 Excuse me, Mummy! (in the SB above Johnny)

Okay! (in the SB above Mummy) 

P.10 Thank you, Mummy! (in the SB above Johnny)

Good boy! (in the SB above Mummy) 

P.11 ‘Let me call everybody for the party,’ Johnny said. 

P.12 ‘Jossie, Daddy, we are ready for the party,’ Johnny said. 

Okay, we are coming! (in the SB above Daddy)

P.13 ‘Mummy, we are ready for the party,’ Johnny said. 

Okay, I am coming! (in the SB above Mummy)

P.14 Oh no!  Oh no!  Oh no!  Oh no!  (All of the SBs above) 

P.15 Ding Dong! (in an explosion)

Who’s coming? (in the SB above Johnny) 

P.16 Hurray! Mooncakes! (in a big SB)

Thank you, Grandma! (in the SB above Johnny)

Thank you, Grandpa! (in the SB above Jossie) 

*SB = speech bubble



Some pencil drafts 
of the K3 (Level 2) story



The Developed Story (K3)

Book cover



The Developed Story (K3)

.

Page 1 Page 2



The Developed Story (K3)
Page 3 Page 4



The Developed Story (K3)

Page 5 Page 6



The Developed Story (K3)

Page 7 Page 8



The Developed Story (K3)

Page 9 Page 10



The Developed Story (K3)

Page 11 Page 12



The Developed Story (K3)

Page 13 Page 14



The Developed Story (K3)
Page 15 Page 16



The 5 Phases of 
Developing the Stories

Phase III: First Teaching Tryouts

�

K2
K3



The 5 Phases of 
Developing the Stories

Phase IV: Reflection and Revision of the Stories

�

K2
• The story was easy to share-read

and for the children to understand.

• The story interested the children.

• The children were able to share their 
own experience relating to the festival.

•Some of the objects in the story 

might be too difficult for the children 

so they were not meant for focus 

learning.

• How can we improve the story in 

order to make it more interesting?

• The story was difficult for the 

children to understand.

• The children did not 
understand what a riddle was.

• The children were not able to 

respond to the teacher’s 
questions as the teacher 
share-read the story with them.

• Adjustment needs to be made
to the storyline.

K3



The Revised Story (K2 – Level 1)

Place In a park

Time At night

Characters Mummy, Mike and some 

people in the park

Story 
Events

• Mummy asked Mike to 
find a specific object in 
the park by giving him 
some hints related to 
the object.

• Mike made three 
guesses based on the 
hints given to him but 
each guess was wrong.

Red denotes the edited parts.

Twist-
and-turn

• Mummy stipulated all 

the hints again in one 

go.

Resolution/
Story 
Ending

• Mike saw the moon in 

the water and he finally 

found the object. It was 

the moon.



The Revised Story (K3  - Level 2)

Place At home

Time In the evening

Characters Johnny, Jossie, Daddy, 

Mummy, Grandpa, 

Grandma, a dog, a cat

Story 
Events

• Johnny helped get the 
things ready: mooncakes, 
lanterns, fruits. Each time 
Johnny went to a different 
place to get the things 
and had the things 
properly placed in the 
dining room.

• Mummy asked Johnny to 
help prepare for the Mid-
autumn celebration at 
home.

Red denotes the edited parts.

Twist-and-turn • While Johnny 

thought that 

everything was 

ready for the 

celebration, the 

family discovered 

that the dog and the 

cat messed up 

everything Johnny 

had prepared. 

Meanwhile, the door 

bell rang.

Resolution/

Story Ending

• Grandma and 

Grandpa came with 

a box of mooncakes

and some lanterns.



The 5 Phases of 
Developing the Stories

Phase V: Second Teaching Tryouts

�

K2 K3



Teacher’s Reflections 
and Learning

A. Students

• The children loved listening to stories. They were excited 
and happy when listening to the teacher telling the story.

• The children could easily relate the story to their prior 
experience.

• The children were exposed to the English names of many 
familiar objects relating to Mid-autumn Festival such as 
‘moon,’ ‘mooncakes,’ ‘lanterns,’ and ‘starfruits.’

• After the first tryout, it was found that the K2 children had 
difficulties comprehending the concept of a riddle. 



Teacher’s Reflections 
and Learning

B. Teachers

• During the process of developing the stories, learned a 
lot about what a good story should encompass. 

• The teachers’ learning in training workshops and their 
experience in previous teaching tryouts helped them 
make decisions in the process.

• Confidence in choosing quality materials and 
conducting share-reading activities has been uplifted.



Teacher’s Reflections 
and Learning

C. Curriculum

• Further refine the school’s overall 
curriculum.

• Make the English language plan more related
to the school’s curriculum.

• Develop stories in order to match the 
Chinese themes in the school’s overall 
curriculum.



Teacher’s 
Reflections 
and Learning

D. Challenges and Difficulties
• Did not know where to start

• Time required

• Limited English ability

• Many factors, such as children’s 
developmental needs, abilities and interests, 
need to be carefully considered in the 
process of developing the materials



Conclusion

� It was a very worthwhile and      
precious experience for both of the 
teachers and the children.

� The school will 
continue to develop 
other teaching materials 
such as story cards and 
story books.

� The developed stories will 
continue to enrich the school-
based English language plan.



Recommendations

� When suitable learning and teaching 
resources are short, developing school-
based materials could be a good resort.

� When developing the materials, the 
following factors need to be carefully 
considered: children’s ability, interests
and needs.

� When developing stories, the following 
factors need to be carefully considered: story 
elements, story structure, children’s daily 
experience and interests, intercultural focus, 
and critical social awareness.



Recommendations

� In terms of text, bear in mind the 
following elements: fluent natural language, 
well structured text and repetitions.
Professional advice is recommended 
should there be uncertainties.

� In terms of illustrations, bear in mind that 
they must support and enhance the text.  

� Allow time to develop, revise, try 
out and evaluate the materials. After 
reflection and evaluation, the 
materials must be further revised to 
best suit the children’s needs.
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Q & AQ & A



Thank you!


