‘Quality English Language Education
at Pre-primary Level’ Project

Exposing Children to English through
Drama Activities
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Objectives

In this workshop, we will share with you:

® various drama activities for exposing
young children to English in the pre-
primary classroom; and

® a video of drama activity conducted in a
pre-primary classroom.
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Adapted from Kao & O’Neill (1998)



What are drama activities?

Make use of various drama
conventions / strategies:

Paper
location

Group
Improvisation

Teacher-
In-role

Spectrum of
difference

" Writing-
In-role

Sound
collage







Activity 1 — Mirror

® Invite the participants to be the mirror image
of the instructor.

® The instructor listens to the narrator and mimes
the actions in front of the mirror.

® The mirror image follows the instructor’s actions.






Activity 2: Sculpture

- Get into groups of 8-9.

- Invite two participants of each group to be the
sculptors and the other members to be the clay.

= [Invite another group to look at the sculpture
and guess what it is.






Drama Strategies: Still image
and thought-tracking (modified)

® Children use their bodies to create an image of a
role. It can be used to highlight key moments in
the story.

® The teacher freezes the drama and taps a chosen
character on the shoulder to indicate

that he/she should speak.



Activity 3: Video observation

Observe a drama activity carried out in a K3
classroom.

® What did the teacher do? Why?
® What did the children do? Why?






Activity 4: Shoo!

Teacher - farmer
Participants = farm animals
® Ask each participant to pretend to be a farm animal.

® The game begins as the instructor plays music while the
farm animals steal the food on the farm.

® When the music stops and the farmer approaches,

the farm animals must mime a thing that could be found
on the farm (e.g. grass, a carrot) and say “I'm a ...” .



Drama Strategy: Narration

® The teacher narrates the story to help
children understand the background of the
story and imagine the dramatic world.

® The teacher helps the children to
understand the characters.

® These narrative links help create
the dramatic atmosphere.



Drama Strategy: Mime

® The use of only physical movements, gestures and
actions to express a role.

® The children can work alone or in groups, listen to
the teacher’s instructions and mime with physical
movements.



Drama Strategy: Teacher-in-role

® The teacher takes part in a drama so as to
lead, build belief or tension, control, ask
questions or extend ideas from ‘inside’ the
drama.

® Not about how well the teacher can act, but
how the adopted character engages the
children.

® The children are often in role in this
strategy.



Why do we use drama activities
in the pre-primary classroom?




Things to consider when
conducting drama activities:

Drama activities should be structured around
the activities which are

Not all drama activities are appropriate for all
children. Teachers need to use their
and creativity.

Spend several sessions just on
to prepare young
children for more complex tasks.
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English as a Second Language
in Early Childhood Education

Children are enabled to -
1.
® listen to and read stories and nursery rhymes

® recognise and make use of vocabulary related to their
everyday life or what interests them

2. listen to and understand in
everyday life

3. sing or recite nursery rhymes and
used in everyday life

Guide to the Pre-primary Curriculum, CDC, 2006, p.30



Plan for English Language
Exposure at Pre-primary Level
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Thank you for your
participation!!

1. You will receive a handout of some
drama activities!

2. You will also find more ideas in ‘Exposing
Young Children to English in Action II
(Exemplars of English Language
Activities).



