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Goal 

The goal of this study is to 
motivate local Hong Kong teachers 
to use authentic Hong Kong 
related literature in their primary 
English language classroom 
because of its proven benefits. 
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Use of literature in second 
language teaching 

> Comeback in the mid-1980s 

> Communicative activity

> Authentic examples of language 
use

> Linguistic analysis from a 
learner’s position

4



Literature in English as a second language 
(ESL) teaching

>Significance of literature in second language (SL) teaching (Carter 
2007) 

>A number of approaches to teaching literature in SL classrooms 
(Van 2009). 

>Collie and Slater (1986), distinguish two methodological aspects: 
• Providing authentic material of language use for readers, 

• Motivating reader interaction with the text. 
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Literature in English as a second language 
(ESL) teaching

>Readers are developed “not by vocabulary drills, grammar 

exercises, or comprehension activities but by reading for meaning, 

reading about things that matter to us, is the cause of literate 

language development” (Krashen 85).
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Picturebooks in English as a second 
language (ESL) teaching

>By reading and discussing picturebooks, students can further 

adopt, appropriate, and transform the various semiotic resources 

to create the meanings that they desired to communicate 

(Bezemer and Kress 170).
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Picturebooks in English as a second 
language (ESL) teaching

>Used as tools to move beyond the initially tedious process of 

decoding a foreign language, into a world of images and meanings 

created individually, [allowing] the child to engage immediately with 

the visual text” (Enever 67). 
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Picturebooks in English as a second 
language (ESL) teaching

>Picturebooks have also 

been defined as a “social, 

cultural, historical 

document” (Bader 1).
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Hong Kong ESL teachers

However, teachers in local Hong Kong primary schools do 

not use literature in the classroom because:

• Guidelines for use are not provided in the prescribed 

curriculum and because principals, 

• Parents prioritize performance on secondary school 

entrance exams, 

• Consider authentic literature not relevant to this 

outcome.
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Background

>Learning English from an early age has been one of the 
major areas of focus in the compulsory primary education 
in Hong Kong. 

>Performance has been gradually decreasing the recent 
years. The "stick", extrinsic motivation, leads to poor 
competence" (Biggs 1998: 419). 
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Background

English language education in Hong Kong can greatly 
benefit from using locally produced Anglophone literature 
in the curriculum because it will:

1) Provide motivation for students, and 

2) Build their intercultural skills. 
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Objectives of  the project

>Investigate the scope and the role of the Anglophone 

children’s literature in Hong Kong’s society and education;

>Explore the benefits of using Hong Kong produced 

Anglophone Literature in English Language Teaching in 

primary schools in Hong Kong;

>Develop teaching materials for English Language 
Classrooms, and 

>Present teachers with ways to use the materials.
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Corpus criteria

English language books for children that:

1) are written by authors who have lived 
in Hong Kong, or

2) were produced in Hong Kong, or 

3) follow a story set in Hong Kong.
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The corpus

 Identified more than 50 books

 Diversity in:

o Age (5 – 12)

oType (picturebooks, novel, short stories, etc.)

oGenre (biography, fantasy, folklore & folk tales, 
historical fiction, realistic fiction, non-fiction)

oThemes 
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Criteria for book selection

>Connections to cross-curriculum learning

>Balance in terms of topics and age

>Survey of primary English language teachers and 
librarians (school and public library)

>Interviews with stakeholders (publishers, booksellers, 
librarians, academics)

>Focus discussions with 5 teachers

>Availability

16



Criteria for book selection
Language and plot

>Books that are well written (i.e. are easy to read aloud and 

grammatical), 

>Have a natural and engaging story arc with character 

change/development. 

>Readability - Lexile Professional tool
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Criteria for book selection
Curriculum

>Also, we want to help teachers get students reading actively 

in the classroom and help them teach in the various areas of 

the curriculum.
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Curriculum connections

>General Studies curriculum strands 

(Education Bureau, 2017, English 
Language Education: Key Learning Areas 
Curriculum Guide)

• Health and Living

• People and Environment

• Science and Technology

• Community and Citizenship

• Chinese Culture

• Global Understanding and the Information 
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Criteria for book selection
Authors and publishers

>We also needed to seek the permission of the authors and 

publishers involved, so there may be some books we 

would have wanted to include but were unable to for 

reasons outside our control.
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Types of teaching 
materials

>Lesson plans
>Presentations
>Work sheets
>Author interviews
>Visual literacy

Available to use from a designated website after 
registering
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Materials

>All individual lessons were designed to be taught 
within a 30-minute class period

>All materials can be independently taught, allowing 
the teacher to chose from 1 to 10 lessons for each 
picturebook, allowing for flexibility

>Answer keys and explanations are provided to the 
activities to give the teacher as much support as 
possible when using the materials
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Classroom trials

>Due to COVID-19 all Hong Kong schools were suspended

> Trials for three of the books at a local English tutorial 
center, Globe Education Ltd.
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Selected books 5-7 years
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Selected books 
8-10 years
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Selected book 
Lower Primary

 Health and Living 

“Maintain healthy 
personal development 
and become confident, 
rational and responsible 
citizens”.
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Selected book 
Lower Primary

Culture and History
o“Recognize their roles 
and responsibilities as 
members of the family 
and society and show 
concern for the 
common good”
o“personal hygiene”
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Selected book
Upper Primary
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 People and Environment 
oRecognize the roles and 

responsibilities of members 
of the family and society 
and show concern for the 
common good
oDevelop care and concern 

for the environment and 
practice green living
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Selected book
Upper Primary

Culture and History

oA firsthand family biography

oHistorical account

oDevelop a sense of national 
identity and be committed to 
contributing to the nation 
and the world
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How to use the website / materials

>Let’s look at the website 

>https://sites.google.com/view/clelt

>Downloadable materials
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Conclusion
> Key factor for using the books is 

the relevance to the curriculum 
and not the authenticity of the 
books

> Having guiding materials helps 
teachers introduce local picture 
books in the classroom

>Hong Kong picturebooks offer 
more possibilities for students to 
relate when learning English 
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Thank You!

SCOLAR 2019 
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