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Unit Lesson Plan 

Book Title: Found in Hong Kong: A Counting Adventure  
Author: Joanna O’Callaghan 
Illustrator: Kori Song 
ISBN: 978-988-19134-2-5 
Publisher: Peak Publishing, Hong Kong, 2015 
Reading Level*: Lexile 300L-400L / Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level reading Test 1.1 
Suitable for Ages: 6 to 7 years 
Proposed grade level: P1 
Themes: Hong Kong sights and activities, counting book 
Connection to Hong Kong Curriculum: English Language, Language Education KLA  

Values: Numeracy;  
Modules: Places and activities;  
General Studies Curriculum: Community and citizenship 

Lesson duration: 30 minutes per lesson 

A book about counting. Follow the adventures of the two friends as they journey across the city of 
Hong Kong counting along the way the delectable steamed dumplings and scenic cable car rides in 
this quintessential city. A beautifully illustrated book depicting life in Hong Kong. 

Lesson Title Aims and Language Focus 

Lesson 1 Transport Aims:  
1. To reinforce and expand students’ knowledge

of Hong Kong transport

2. To increase students’ participation via speaking

Focused skill(s):  

Speaking: Students will identify and match the 
transport pictures with their names. Students will 
also explain their answers in the ‘odd one out’ 
exercise. 

Activities: 

Warmer - I spy with my little eye. 

Individual reading – Teacher gives students two 
missions when reading the book. 
a. To find out how many types of transport are in

the book 

b. To name what they are

* for reference purposes only
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Present - Teacher introduces the five types of 

transport that appear in the book. 

Practice – Students complete a worksheet. 

Survey – Students vote for their favourite transport 
using a sticky note and explain their reasons. 

Review/ Extension – Teacher invites students to 
present a summary of the results. 

Lesson 2 Fireflies Aims:  
1. To practise reading skills for spotting key

information in a text

2. To practise critical thinking habits

Focused skill(s):  

Reading: Students will read about fireflies in Hong 
Kong and show their understanding through 
comprehension questions. 

Activities: 

Warmer – Teacher plays the song ‘What’s the 

weather like today’.

Prediction - Teacher distributes worksheets and 

asks students to predict what weather they will see 

in the book.

Comprehension – Students finish reading the book 
and answer comprehension questions. 

Reading – Students read about fireflies in Hong 
Kong and practise locating key words. 

Review/ Extension – Students discuss whether it is 
good to catch fireflies to make lanterns. 

Lesson 3 Paper lanterns Aims:  
1. To practise reading instructions for making a

paper lantern

Focused skill(s):  

Crafting: Students will fill in the blanks in the 
instructions. Students will then follow the 
instructions to make a paper lantern. 

Activities:  

Warmer – Teacher shows P.13-14 and asks what 
the children are doing? (playing with lanterns) 
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Introduction – Teacher introduces the activity 
‘Making a lantern’ and steps. 

Practice – Students complete the instructions on 
their worksheet. 

Crafting – Students follow the instructions and 
make a paper lantern. 

Review/ Extension – Students complete a word 
search for reinforcing key verbs and terms in the 
instructions. 

 

Lesson 4 Rhymes Aims:  
1. To be able to identify rhymes and reuse words 

to form rhyming words 
 
Focused skill(s):  

Literary devices: Students will identify the rhyming 
words in the book and create more rhyming pairs. 
 

Activities: 

Warmer – Teacher writes down a few pairs of 

rhymes on the blackboard and asks students if they 

notice anything in common in those words.

Shared reading – Teacher reads through the book 

and encourages students to guess what the 

covered words are.

Noticing and practice – Teacher explicitly 
introduces rhymes and students complete the 
exercise on their worksheet. 

Rhyming Pelmanism – Students need to pair up 
words that rhyme in order to collect the cards. 

Review – Teacher recaps the features of rhymes. 
 

Lesson 5 Numbers Aims:  
To be able to identify and practise listening 
skills for numbers 

 
Focused skill(s):  

Listening: Students will practise their knowledge of 
numbers and listening skills in a ‘Collector game’ in 
which they need to listen carefully to the numbers 
and items needed.   
Activities: 
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Warmer – Teacher shows the last two pages of the 

book and asks students what the missing content is 

(numbers).

Practice – Hand-up game and worksheet. Students 

put up their right hand or left hand for answering 

the questions about numbers in the PowerPoint.

Listening – Collector game. Teacher gives a bag of 

game cards to students. Students listen to the 

teacher and collect the correct number of items.

Review – Teacher quickly shows different number 

of fingers to elicit the correct numbers and spelling. 

 

Lesson 6 Pandas Aims:  
1. To be able to practise the skill of identifying and 

locating key words 
 

Focused skill(s):  

Reading: Students will practise circling and 
underlining key words in comprehension text and 
questions about pandas. 
 

Activities: 

Warmer – Teacher shows a page of the book and 

asks students to guess what the covered animals 

are.

Pre-reading - Teacher distributes worksheet and 

students write down things they know about 

pandas. Students also predict what words they 

might see in the passage and write them down.

Shared-reading Teacher reads and pauses to ask 

students to predict the covered words.

Comprehension questions Students complete the 

comprehension questions on the worksheet. 

Personal sharing - Teacher encourages students to 
share their reasons why they like or dislike pandas. 

Review – Teacher reviews the skill of looking for 
key words.  

Lesson 7 Plural/Singular Aims:  
1. To be able to describe the numbers of things 

with the use of the correct plural or singular 
nouns and auxiliary verbs 
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Focused skill(s):  

Grammar: Students will differentiate “There is” and 
“There are” and use them correctly. 
 

Activities: 

Warmer – Teacher shows the book cover to 

students and asks students to count how many 

things they can see. 

Functions and forms – Teacher uses the examples 

on the cover page to present the grammatical form 

‘There is’ and ‘There are’.

Practice – Students complete the exercise on their 
worksheet. 

 

Lesson 8 Plural/Singular 
2 

Aims:  
1. To be able to consolidate the knowledge of 

plural and singular nouns through a boardgame 
and worksheet 

 
Focused skill(s):  

Grammar: Students will choose the correct plural 
and singular nouns on the worksheet. Students will 
follow the instructions and play the boardgame 
correctly. 

 
Activities: 

Warmer – Teacher points to an example on the 

worksheet and asks how many cable cars there are. 

Worksheet – Students complete the exercise for 
revision of numbers and plurals. 

Boardgame – Students play the boardgame and 
write down sentences they make during the game 
on the worksheet. 

 
Lesson 9 Plural/Singular2 Aims:  

1. To be able to apply the knowledge of singular 
and plural nouns in the context of finding a 
route. 
 

Focused skill(s):  

Speaking and listening: Students will ask and give 
answers in the route task 
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Activities:  

Warmer – Teacher shows a picture of Ocean Park 

and sets the context as the boy needing to find the 

lost girl. 

Present – Teacher uses the scenario to introduce 
the target language. 

Practice – Students use the target language to ask 

for information from the teacher.

Speaking and listening – information gap. Student 
As and Bs use the target language to ask and give 
information on finding the way out in a route. 

Review – Teacher recaps the target language with 
students. 

 

Lesson 10 Photo caption Aims:  
1. To be able to apply the knowledge of numbers, 

colours and present continuous tense in writing 
caption 

 
Focused skill(s):  

Writing: Students will include numbers, colours and 

correct grammar in their writing.

 
Activities:  

Warmer – Teacher asks students to recall the 

activities the characters do in the book.

Shared read an example – Teacher reads the 

example with students and elicits components of 

the caption. Students label the components using 

different icons.

Practice – Students think of more examples under 

each category.

Independent writing – Students choose two photos 

and write caption for them.

Review Teacher recaps the components of 

caption. 
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Skills allocation 

 
Book Title: Found in Hong Kong: A Counting Adventure  
Author: Joanna O’Callaghan 
Illustrator: Kori Song 
Year: 2015 
ISBN: 978-988-19134-2-5 
Publisher: Peak Publishing, Hong Kong  
Reading Level*: Lexile 300L-400L / Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level reading Test 1.1 
Suitable for Ages: 6 to 7 years 
Proposed grade level: P1 
Lesson duration: 30 minutes per lesson 
Themes: Hong Kong sights and activities, counting book 
Connection to Hong Kong Curriculum: English Language, Language Education KLA  

Values: Numeracy;  
Modules: Places and activities;  
General Studies Curriculum: Community and citizenship 

 

Skills Lessons 

Reading L2 (Fireflies) 

L6 (Pandas) 

Listening L5 (Numbers) 

L9 (Info gap) 

Writing L1 (Transport) 

L8 (boardgame) 

L9 (Info gap) 

L10 (Writing caption) 

Speaking L1 (Transport) 

L9 (Info gap) 

Grammar L4 (Rhymes) 

L7 (Plural/Singular) 

L8 (Plural/Singular2) 

Craft L3 (Lantern) 

 

 
* for reference purposes only 
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Look at the pictures and match them with the words.  

a taxi an ice cream van ferries trams a cable car 

B. Circle the odd one in each group.  

 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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C. What means of transport do your classmates like? Write the results in the 
box below.  

 

Class ____ ‘s favourite means of transport: 

 
 ____ students  ____ students 

 
 ____ students  ____ students 

 
 ____ students  ____ students 

 
 ____ students  ____ students 
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Look at the pictures and match them with the words.  

a t_ _ _ an i_ _ c_ _ _ _ 
_ a _ 

ferries t_ _ _ s a c_ _ _ _ 
car 

B. Circle the odd one in each group.  

 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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C. What means of transport do your classmates like? Write the results in the 
box below.  

 

Class ____ ‘s favourite means of transport: 

 
 ____ students  ____ students 

 
 ____ students  ____ students 

 
 ____ students  ____ students 

 
 ____ students  ____ students 
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Look at the pictures and match them with the words.  

a taxi an ice cream van ferries trams a cable car 

B. Circle the odd one in each group.  

 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

(not on land) 

(has two 

wheels) 

(not on 

water) 

(not on 

land) 

(fast) 
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C. What means of transport do your classmates like? Write the results in the 
box below.  

 

Class ____ ‘s favourite means of transport: 

 
 ____ students  ____ students 

 
 ____ students  ____ students 

 
 ____ students  ____ students 

 
 ____ students  ____ students 





2



3





















© The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Department of English, 
Research Centre for Professional Communication in English (RCPCE)

You may use this teaching material freely in your school, but it cannot 
be commercially published or reproduced for anything other than 
educational purposes without the permission of RCPCE.

The project was funded by the Language Fund under Research and 
Development Projects 2018-19 of the Standing Committee on 
Language Education and Research (SCOLAR), Hong Kong, SAR.

Excerpts from Found in Hong Kong by Joanne O’Callaghan

13



© The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Department of English, 
Research Centre for Professional Communication in English (RCPCE)

You may use this teaching material freely in your school, but it cannot 
be commercially published or reproduced for anything other than 
educational purposes without the permission of RCPCE.

The project was funded by the Language Fund under Research and 
Development Projects 2018-19 of the Standing Committee on 
Language Education and Research (SCOLAR), Hong Kong, SAR.

Excerpts from Found in Hong Kong by Joanne O’Callaghan 

Text copyright © Joanne O’Callaghan Peak Publishing 2015

14





 
 
 

an ice cream van 



 

 
 
 

trams 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

cable cars 



 
 

the Star Ferry 



 
 

a taxi 
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Prediction before reading: What season and weather will you see in the 

book? Circle your answers. 

B. Look at the pictures and answer the questions. 

1. What is the weather like in Hong Kong? 

a. Sunny and windy 

b. Windy and rainy 

c. Sunny and rainy  

 

2. What do people do in summer? 

a. ________________________ 

b. ________________________ 

 

 

Season 

spring          summer        

autumn         winter 

Weather 

warm     cloudy     foggy     hot  

sunny     rainy     cool     dry     

windy     cold     snowy 
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Fireflies in Hong Kong 
 

Fireflies are small insects. They can make light in  

the dark. Their lights are green and yellow. They  

like to live in wet and warm places. You can find  

them in places like Mai Po and Tai Po Kau.  

 

You can see them in the dark in summer and sometimes in winter. In 

the past, people put fireflies in a clear box to use it as a lantern. 

They would use it as a lantern. 

C. Read the text below and answer the questions. 

 

1. What colour are the lights that a firefly can emit? 

        

 

2. Where can we find fireflies in Hong Kong? 

        

 

3. What weather do fireflies like living in? 

4. Do you think it is good to catch fireflies to make lanterns? Why or why  

    not? 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

red     orange     yellow     green     blue      

Yuen Long     Mai Po     Tai O     Tai Po Kau     Shek O 

hot     warm     cool     dry     wet      
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Prediction before reading: What season and weather will you see in the 

book? Circle your answers. 

B. Look at the pictures and answer the questions. 

1. What is the weather like in Hong Kong? 

 

_________ and _________ 

 

 

2. What do people do in summer? 

a. ________________________ 

b. ________________________ 

 

 

 

Season 

spring          summer        

autumn         winter 

Weather 

warm     cloudy     foggy     hot  

sunny     rainy     cool     dry     

windy     cold     snowy 
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Fireflies in Hong Kong 
 

Fireflies are small insects. They can make light in  

the dark. Their lights are green and yellow. They  

like to live in wet and warm places. You can find  

them in places like Mai Po and Tai Po Kau.  

 

You can see them in the dark in summer and sometimes in winter. In 

the past, people put fireflies in a clear box to use it as a lantern. 

They would use it as a lantern. 

C. Read the text below and answer the questions. 

 

 

1. What colour are the lights a firefly can emit? 

    ___________________________________________________  

2. Where can we find fireflies in Hong Kong? 

    ___________________________________________________    

3. What weather do fireflies like? 

___________________________________________________ 

4. Do you think it is good to catch fireflies to make lanterns? Why or why  

    not? 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Prediction before reading: What season and weather will you see in the 

book? Circle your answers. 

B. Look at the pictures and answer the questions. 

1. What is the weather like in Hong Kong? 

 

Hot and wet 

 

 

2. What do people do in summer? 

a. Eat ice cream 

b. Watch fireflies 

 

 

 

Season 

spring          summer        

autumn         winter 

Weather 

warm     cloudy     foggy     hot  

sunny     rainy     cool     dry     

windy     cold     snowy 
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Fireflies in Hong Kong 
 

Fireflies are small insects. They can make light in  

the dark. Their lights are green and yellow. They  

like to live in wet and warm places. You can find  

them in places like Mai Po and Tai Po Kau.  

 

You can see them in the dark in summer and sometimes in winter. In 

the past, people put fireflies in a clear box to use it as a lantern. 

would use it as a lantern. 

C. Read the text below and answer the questions. 

 

1. What colour are the lights that a firefly can emit? 

    Green and yellow 

2. Where can we find fireflies in Hong Kong? 

    Mai Po and Tai Po Kau    

3. What weather do fireflies like living in? 

Warm and wet 

4. Do you think it is good to catch fireflies to make lanterns? Why or why  

    not? 

(Answers can vary)  

If you keep them for more than a day, the fireflies are likely to die. 
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 
 

 

 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Read pages 13 and 14 in the book and answer the questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. What are the children doing? 

 

2. When do children do this? 
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B. Fill in the instructions for making a paper lantern.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

C. Finish the word search.  
 

A paper lantern 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

________________ 

colour paper 
scissors 
stapler/ tape 

 
 

  ________________ 

1. _____ a strip of paper off on one side. 
2. _____ the paper in half. 
3. _____ a line along the long side of the paper. 
4. Cut straight lines up until the line. 
5. _________ the paper. 
6. Draw and _______ the lantern. 
7. _____ the paper into a lantern, 
8. _________ or stick the paper strip on it as a handle. 
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Read pages 13 and 14 in the book and answer the questions. 

1. What are the children doing? 

 

2. When do children do this? 

 

Playing with lanterns 

During Mid-Autumn Festival /  
Spring Lantern Festival 
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B. Fill in the instructions for making a paper lantern. 
 

C. Finish the word search.  
 

A paper lantern 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Materials 

colour paper 
scissors 
stapler/ tape 

 
 

  Steps 

1. Cut a strip of paper off on one side. 
2. Fold the paper in half. 
3. Draw a line along the long side of the paper. 
4. Cut straight lines up until the line. 
5. Unfold the paper. 
6. Draw and colour the lantern. 
7. Roll the paper into a lantern, 
8. Staple or stick the paper strip on it as a handle. 





2



3
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 
 

 

 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. What are the rhyming words in the book? Read the book and fill in the 

blanks below. 

 

B. Think of more rhyming words and write them in the boxes below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Groups 

a b c d e f 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a. 
b. c. 

d. 

e. 
f. 
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C. Bonus task: Use the rhyming words to create new lines for the book. 

Found in Hong Kong –  
A Counting adventure 

 

One boy cools down from the heat 

Two ice-creams, so soft and sweet! 

…… 

……bamboo 

…… 

……dry 

……  

……all 

…… 

……share 

…… 

……dark 

One thousand lights shining bright 

Time for us to say goodnight 

 

The End 

 

 

 

 

New lines 
 

 

 

 

e.g. I can also hear birds tweet 
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. What are the rhyming words in the book? Read the book and fill in the 

blanks below. 

 

B. Think of more rhyming words and write them in the boxes below. 

Groups 

a b c d e f 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a. 
b. c. 

d. 

e. 
f. 

sweet 

dry park 

you 

small goodnight 

beat 

meat 

meet 

feet 

cry 

shy 

why 

pie 

shark 

mark 

arc 

bark 

blue 

blew 

two 

shoe 

ball 

call 

hall 

wall 

fight 

white 

bite 

kite 

(Accept any reasonable answers)
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C. Bonus task: Use the rhyming words to create new lines for the book. 

Found in Hong Kong –  
A Counting adventure 

 

One boy cools down from the heat 

Two ice-creams, so soft and sweet! 

…… 

……bamboo 

…… 

……dry 

……  

……all 

…… 

……share 

…… 

……dark 

 

One thousand lights shining bright 

Time for us to say goodnight 

 

The End 

New lines 
 

 

 

 

e.g. I can also hear birds tweet 

 

And they like to sleep a lot too 

They are something we need to 

buy 

It’s a way to show our care 

And my dog Bibi likes to bark 

(Accept any reasonable answers)

Gracefully saying hello with 

their paws 



heat sweet 

beat tweet 

you pool 

bamboo blue 

sky dry 



cry buy 

small hall 

paw saw 

air share 

bear tear 



park dark 

shark bark 

bright night 

kite right 

lantern kitten 



 



heat 
 
 
 
 
 

sweet 

beat 
 
 
 
 
 

tweet 

you 
 
 
 
 
 

pool 
 
 
 
 
 

bamboo 
blue 

sky dry 



 
 
 
 
 

cry 
buy 

small 
 
 
 
 
 

hall 
 
 
 
 
 

paw 
saw 

air share 

 
 
 
 
 

bear 
tear 



park dark 

 
 
 
 
 

shark 

 
 
 
 
 

bark 

bright night 

 
 
 
 
 

kite 

 
 
 
 
 

right 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

lantern 

 

 
 
 

kitten 





2



33



beat

meat

meet

feet

cry

shy

why

pie

shark

mark

arc

bark

blue

blew

two

shoe

ball

call

hall

wall

fight

white

bite

kite



And they like to sleep a lot too

They are something we need to buy

It’s a way to show our care

And my dog Bibi likes to bark





1. Pick a card and read the word.

2. Pick another card and read the word.

3. If the two words rhyme, you can take them as 

a pair.

4. The person who gets the most pairs wins.
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Fill in the table below. 

 one  six 

 two 7  

3  8  

 four  nine 

5   ten 

B. Look at the pictures and write down the numbers. 

 
 

    

e.g. one     
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C. Complete the crossword puzzle below. 

Numbers 

 
 

 
Vertical 

1. two + three 
3. one + two 
6. two + six 
7. eight + one 

Horizontal

2. seven – one 
3. eight + two 
4. eight – four 
5. ten - three 
8. three – two 
9. five - three 
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Fill in the table below.  

 one  six 

 two 7  

3  8  

 four  nine 

5   ten 

B. Look at the pictures and write down the numbers.  

 
 

    

e.g. one three nine four eight 

 
 
 

     

two ten five six seven 
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C. Complete the crossword puzzle below. 

Numbers 

 
 

 
Vertical 

1. two + three 
3. one + two 
6. two + six 
7. eight + one 

Horizontal

2. seven – one 
3. eight + two 
4. eight – four 
5. ten - three 
8. three – two 
9. five - three 



tram balloon 

panda lucky gold 
cat 

ice-cream dumplings 

cable car umbrella 

lantern firefly 



taxi ice-cream 
van 

bamboo teapot 

ferry slide 

swings scooter 

building swim ring 



tram 
balloon

panda lucky gold cat

ice-cream 
dumplings

cable car umbrella

lantern firefly



taxi 
 
 
 
 
 

ice-cream van  
  
 

bamboo 

 
 
 
 

teapot 

ferry 
  
 
 
 

slide 
l 
 
 
 

swings 

 
 
 
 
 

 scooter 
 
 
 
 

building 

 
 
 
 

swim ring 





2



3



4



5



6



7



8



9

1

2

three

4

five

6

seven

eight

9

10



10

three nine four eight

two ten five six seven







Vertical

1. two + three
3. one + two
6. two + six
7. eight + one

Horizontal

2. seven – one
3. eight + two
4. eight – four
5. ten - three
8. three – two
9. five - three

f
i
v
e

s      x

t      n

f  o   u   

s   e  v      n
i
g
h
t

o     e

w  o

h
r
e
e

i
n
e
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 
 

 

 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. What do you know about pandas? Write down or draw anything you 
know about them. 
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B. Circle or underline the key words and answer the questions below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions Answers 

e.g. What is the national treasure of China? Pandas. 

1. What colour is a baby panda? ________________ 

2. How many fingers do pandas have on one paw? ________________ 

3. Where do they live? ________________ 

4. How old are the two pandas in Hong Kong? ________________ 

5. What do pandas like to eat? ________________ 

6. How many hours do pandas spend on eating 

every day? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BONUS: Do you like pandas? Why?  
 

_________________________________________________________ 
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 
 

 

 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. What do you know about pandas? Write down or draw anything you 
know about them. 
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B. Circle or underline the key words and answer the questions below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions Answers 

e.g. What is the national treasure of China? Pandas. 

1. What colour is a baby panda? ________________ 

2. How many fingers do pandas have on one paw? ________________ 

3. Where do they live? ________________ 

4. How old are the two pandas in Hong Kong? ________________ 

5. What do pandas like to eat? ________________ 

6. How many hours do pandas spend on eating 

every day? 

 

 

________________ 

BONUS: Do you like pandas? Why?  
 

_________________________________________________________ 
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. What do you know about pandas? Write down or draw anything you 
know about them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Students’ answers can vary) 
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B. Circle or underline the key words and answer the questions below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions Answers 

e.g. What is the national treasure of China? Pandas 

1. What colour is a baby panda? Pink colour. 

2. How many fingers do pandas have on one paw? Six fingers. 

3. Where do they live?  In the mountains in 

Sichuan/China. 

4. How old are the two pandas in Hong Kong? Fourteen/ 14 years old. 

5. What do pandas like to eat? Leaves and bamboo. 

6. How many hours do pandas spend on eating 

every day? 

 

Fourteen/ 14 hours. 
 

BONUS: Do you like pandas? Why?  
                  Because they are cute. (Students’ answers can vary) 

_________________________________________________________ 
         









What is the 
national treasure 
of China?

e 



What colours are
the pandas?



Where do pandas 
live?

Question word

What
Who

Where

WhenWWhy

at W
How
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Look at the book cover. How many things can you see? Write down the 

numbers and sentences in the boxes. 
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B. Look at the example of using ‘There is’ and ‘There are’. Circle and fill in the 

blanks below.  

 

 

 

 

 

1. Number six 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Number eight 

3. Number eleven                          

 

 

blue umbrella 

There is/ There are 

three blue 

umbrella/ umbrellas. 

yellow umbrella 

There is/ There are 

one yellow 

umbrella/ umbrellas. 

right paws 

There is/ There are 

_____ _____ lifting 

up their right paws. 

left paws 

There is/ There are 

_____ _____ lifting 

up their left paws. 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

There are six 

umbrellas. 
There are eight 
lucky gold cats. 

There are eleven 

children in the park. 
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Look at the book cover. How many things can you see? Write down the 

numbers and sentences in the boxes. 
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B. Look at the example of using ‘There is’ and ‘There are’. Circle and fill in the 

blanks below.  

 

 

 

 

1. Number six  

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Number eight 

3. Number eleven                           

 

 

blue umbrella 

There is/ There are 

three blue 

umbrella/ umbrellas. 

yellow umbrella 

_______________

_______________

_______________

right paws 

________________

________________

________________

left paws 

________________

________________

________________ 

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________ 

There are six 

umbrellas. 

There are eight 
lucky gold cats. 

There are eleven 

children in the park. 
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Look at the book cover. How many things can you see? Write down the 

numbers and sentences in the boxes. 
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B. Look at the example of using ‘There is’ and ‘There are’. Circle and fill in the 

blanks below.  

 

 

 

 

1. Number six  

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Number eight 

3. Number eleven                          

 

 

blue umbrella 

There is/ There are 

three blue 

umbrella/ umbrellas. 

yellow umbrella 

There is a yellow 

umbrella. 

 

right paws 

There are four cats 

lifting up their right 

paws. 

left paws 

There are four cats 

lifting up their left 

paws. 

There are three children playing on 

a slide. 

There is a girl playing with a hula 

hoop. 

There is a boy riding on a scooter. 

There is a girl playing hopscotch. 

There are six 

umbrellas. 

There are eight 
lucky gold cats. 

There are eleven 

children in the park. 
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Look at the pictures. Is there one or more than one thing in each question? 

Circle the answers.  

 

1. 

 

 

 

 

2.  

cable car cable cars panda pandas 

3. 

 

 

 

 

4.  

gold cat gold cats ice-cream van ice-cream vans 

5. 

 

 

 

 

6.  

tram trams balloon balloons 
    

There is: (  ), (  ) There are: (1), (  ), (  ), (  ) 

bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbllllllllll
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B. Play the boardgame and write down the sentences you make using the dice. 

 

There is/ There are… 

 

e.g.____________________________________. 

1. ____________________________________. 

2. ____________________________________. 

3. ____________________________________. 

4. ____________________________________. 

four 
There are four pandas. 
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Look at the pictures. Is there one or more than one thing in each question? 

Circle the answers. 

 

1. 

 

 

 

 

2.  

e.g. cable cars _________ 

3. 

 

 

 

 

4.  

_______________ _______________ 

5. 

 

 

 

 

6. 

_________ _________ 

    

There is: (  ), (  ) There are: (1), (  ), (  ), (  ) 

l
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B. Play the boardgame and write down the sentences you make using the dice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is/ There are… 

 

e.g.____________________________________. 

1. ____________________________________. 

2. ____________________________________. 

3. ____________________________________. 

4. ____________________________________. 

four 
There are four pandas. 
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Look at the pictures. Is there one or more than one thing in each question? 

Circle the answers. 

 

1. 

 

 

 

 

2.  

e.g. cable cars pandas 

3. 

 

 

 

 

4.  

gold cats ice-cream vans 

5. 

 

 

 

 

6. 

trams balloons 

    

There is: (2), (5) There are: (1), (3), (4), (6) 
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B. Play the boardgame and write down the sentences you make using the dice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is/ There are… 

 

e.g.____________________________________. 

1. ____________________________________. 

2. ____________________________________. 

3. ____________________________________. 

4. ____________________________________. 

four 
There are four pandas. 

(Students’ answers can vary) 
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one 

two 

three 

four 

five six 



 

  

one 

three 

five 

seven 

nine zero 



 

two 

four 

six 

eight 

ten zero 



 

  



 

  

ice-cream 
van 

tram 

panda 

lucky gold 
cat 

lantern cable car 



ice-cream 
van 

tram 

panda 

lucky 
gold cat 

lantern cable 
car 





There is:
(    ), (    )

There are:
(1), (    ), (    ), (    )

2

3 4 6
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 
 

 

 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Use the target language and ask the teacher what she can see. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Listen to the teacher and circle the correct answer. 

 A. B. 

C. D. 
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B. Follow the instructions and complete the pair activity.  
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____

A. Use the target language and ask the teacher what she can see. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Listen to the teacher and circle the correct answer. 

 A. B. 

C. D. 

two umbrellas 

a cable car 

two ice-
creams 

eight balloons 

an umbrella 

three pandas 
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B. Follow the instructions and complete the pair activity.  
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 
 

 

 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Use the target language and ask the teacher what she can see. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Listen to the teacher and circle the correct answer.  

 A. B. 

C. D. 
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B. Follow the instructions and complete the pair activity.  
 

 
 
 

(Students’ answers can vary) 
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(Students’ answers can vary) 















two ice-creams

two umbrellas

a cable car

eight balloons
an umbrella

three pandas

-ccccrrrrreeeeaaaaaaammmmmmmmmmmmmmss
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 
 

 

 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Which of the activities in the book do you enjoy most?  

Tick ( ) two boxes below. 

 

1. 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  

swimming in the sea watching pandas 

3. 

 

 

 

 

4.  

riding cable cars eating dim sum 

                                    5. 

 

 

 

 

playing in the park 

 

g

ngg cccaaabblllee c
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B. Read the caption and label the different sentences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Where 

 

What is happening 

1. Where                      

2. What is happening 

3. Colour 

4. Adjective 

5. Feeling 

6. Who 

Colour 

 

Adjective 

 

Feeling 

 

   Who 
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 
 

 

 

Name: ____________    Class: ___  Date: ___________   Marks: _____ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A. Which of the activities in the book do you enjoy most?  

Tick ( ) two boxes below. 

 

1. 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  

swimming in the sea watching pandas 

3. 

 

 

 

 

4.  

riding cable cars eating dim sum 

                                    5. 

 

 

 

 

playing in the park 

 

 

 

(Students’ answers can vary) 

innggg cccaaabbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbblllllllllllllllllllllleee



2 
©The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Department of English, Research Centre for Professional Communication in English (RCPCE) 

You may use this teaching material freely in your school, but it cannot be commercially published or reproduced for anything other than educational 
purposes without the permission of RCPCE. 

Funded by the Language Fund under Research and Development Projects 2018-19 of the  Standing Committee on Language Education and Research 
(SCOLAR), Hong Kong, SAR. 

 

B. Read the caption and label the different sentences.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Where 

Ocean Park 

Chinese restaurant 

Park 

What is happening 

Watching pandas 

Eating dim sum 

Playing 

(on a slide/ on a 

see-saw/ 

hopscotch) 

1. Where                      

2. What is happening 

3. Colour 

4. Adjective 

5. Feeling 

6. Who 

Colour 

black and white 

yellow 

colourful 

Adjective 

cute 

yummy 

fun 

exciting 

 

Feeling 

hungry 

excited 

 tired 

 

  Who 

my friend 

other children 
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Found in Hong Kong – A Counting Adventure 

Photo Album Task 

 

 

Name: _________________    Class: ____  Date: ________________   
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This is Butterfly B
each in Tuen Mun. I am 

swimming in the sea. The blue sk
y is beau

tiful and 

the water is so
 cool. I fe

el very h
appy!

This is Butterfly Beach in Tuen 

Mun. I am swimming in the 
sea. The blue sky is beautiful 

and the water is so cool. I feel 
very happy!
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Found in Hong Kong – QA – from Joanne O’Callaghan 

1. What does the title mean?
It is about exploring the city -  what will you find, who will you meet?  The story shares things are 

interesting and unique to Hong Kong, and other things that are quite universal such as children in a 

playground.  

2. How did the boy and girl become friends?
The boy and girl enjoy doing the same things and exploring the same places – a familiar face in each place. 

Their shared experience of the city brings them together. 

3. What happens to the boy and the girl after the story?
That is something for each reader to consider.  In the final scene when they go home to bed we can see that 

they live or stay near to each other – maybe they make a plan to meet up again! 

4. How did you select the objects to use in the story?
I wanted a selection of objects that were unique to Hong Kong or unique in their context and others that 

were more universal.   Objects that appeal to children’s interest was also a focus.  

5. Why did you use the number 11?
It was simply to fit with all of the objects I wanted to include, and I thought why be so conventional.  I 

wanted to include numbers beyond 10 to give children a sense of scale and for children who really like to 

count they do count all of those fireflies and I confirm that there are indeed 100!   I do realise though that 11 

is not such a lucky number in Chinese.  

6. How do you know there are 100 fireflies each night?
I don’t know how many there are each night but on the night be boy and girl went exploring they found 100. 

7. What other Hong Kong places would the characters explore?
So much more to explore!    

- A ride across the harbour on the Star Ferry 

- Hiking Dragon’s Back 

- Visiting islands such as Lama Island and Peng Chau 

- A ride on a sampan 

- Hong Kong Park 

- Hot pot dinner 

- Ride the Peak Tram to Victoria Peak 

- Eating pineapple bun 

- Shopping in a market 



Note that I did not include some things because they had already featured in my earlier book ‘My Hong 

Kong’ 

8. What advice to you have for young writers and illustrators.
Writing is a craft.  Learning a craft takes time and a lot of practice.  Keep working on your stories, reviewing 

them and seeing what you can add or change to improve them.  Maybe put them in a draw for a few weeks 

then go back and review.   Writing for children is a highly subjective area, there is no formula to success but 

there is a lot to learn by reading widely from a variety of authors, from all corners of the world.  And, 

critically, there is a lot to learn from reading to young children and seeing what they connect with – my own 

children have taught me so much about what they like, what they notice on the page, and what they find 

funny.  

I firmly believe we all have great stories to share because we all experience life differently. 

For illustrators I would say it is important to find your own, distinctive style.  Be brave, experiment with 

style, colours, texture, methods to find your style and a way to connect emotionally with your audience.  




