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FOREWORD

Welcome to the SCOLAR English Alliance “From Page to Stage®” Programme 2020, A Tale of
Two Cities, our twelfth production in the From Page to Stage® programme. In March 2020,
we had to cancel this annual production of 30 live performances in the Sai Wan Ho Civic
Centre due to the pandemic. As a result, we took the plunge and turned this incredible show
into a radio drama. Whether you are new to the programme or a long-time friend, we hope
you will enjoy Dr Vicki Ooi’s radio drama adaptation of A Tale of Two Cities inspired by Charles
Dickens’ novel linking learning in English to the theatre and to life at large.

AFTEC is a Learning Theatre™ and a learning organisation so we would like to enhance our
work to support yours. This Education Pack offers teachers and parents a wide variety of
information to suit all levels that can be used to educate and entertain in the classroom or at
home. Learning English can occur in many different forms and here with A Tale of Two Cities
we have included information about the original novel, the author, the historical context, how
we make a radio play, and some fun facts to satisfy your children’s curiosity! Together with
stimulating questions and thoughtful activities, we hope this pack will aid meaningful and
interactive teaching and learning.

We look forward to welcoming you all to our next production, Comedy of Mistakes, at the Sai
Wan Ho Civic Centre Theatre, where we are the venue partner, in March 2021!

ABOUT AFTEC
The LIFE Learning Theatre™

The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection (AFTEC) is an award-winning bilingual Learning
Theatre™ and dedicated to nurturing the next generations of young people. We believe in the
power of the arts to inspire, motivate and transform, and use an integrated arts-in-education
approach to enhance education and encourage creative learning. Our acronym A.F.T.E.C. also
stands for Arts For Transformative Educational Change.

Established in 2008 as a registered charity, we have reached over 232,525 audience members
and participants through our diverse cross-disciplinary projects to date, and have been the
Venue Partner of the Sai Wan Ho Civic Centre under the LCSD Venue Partnership Scheme
since 2009.

AFTEC was selected as a top 10 high impact NGO in the PwC Community Mentoring
Programme on social impact assessment in 2015, a recipient of HK Arts Development
Council’s Award for Arts Education 2014 & 2017, and is a two-time recipient of the
Springboard Grant under the Arts Capacity Development Funding Scheme of the HKSAR
Government. AFTEC pioneered Relaxed Theatre for young people with Autism Spectrum
Disorder and learning difficulties & the Performing Arts module of Medical Humanities for the
University of Hong Kong’s Li Ka Shing Faculty of Medicine, developing STEAM as a teaching
and learning approach.

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved. 3
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THE AUTHOR {E&
A Tale of Two Cities was written by Charles Dickens.

He is one of the most famous British writers. Look at these famous British writers from

Romeo

[ilist

the last 500 years. Which ones have you heard of?

1500
William Shakespeare L. .
1564 - 1616 John Milton
1608 - 1674
Romeo and Juliet )
] Paradise Lost
Jonathan Swift .
1667 - 1745 Jane Austen
Gulliver’s Travels E— 1775 - 1817
Pride and Prejudice
Mary Shelley
1775 - 1851 ]
i Charles Dickens
Frankenstein —_— 1812 - 1870
A Tale of Two Cities
Arthur Conan Doyle |
1859 - 1930 J M Barrie
Sherlock Holmes 1860 - 1937
Peter Pan

George Orwell

Margaret Atwood

A Handmaid’s Tale

Phillip Pullman

1946 - ]
. . L J. K Rowling
His Dark Materials 1965 -
Harry Potter

What writers can you add to the list? Who is your favourite writer?

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved.
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CHARLES DICKENS

Charles Dickens was born in 1812 in Portsmouth, England. He died in 1870. He came from a poor
family, but he did go to school. His father went to prison when he was young so Charles had to
leave school and start working in a factory. He worked there for three years. It was very hard work
and he was very lonely. He wanted to be a writer.

He became a journalist. In 1833, he worked for the Morning Chronicle newspaper. He also
started writing and drawing sketches for papers. He called himself “Boz” when he published
these sketches.

In 1836, a story by him - The Pickwick Papers - was published as a serial in a newspaper.
This was very popular and made Dickens famous.

He wrote lots and lots of stories in his life. Many of these books have been made into TV
programmes, films and even musicals! Which ones have you heard of?

LASSIC_ OMICS _IBRARY

Dickens wrote a lot about life, and how hard it was for the poor people of England in the
1700s and 1800s. A Tale of Two Cities was published in 1859 in a weekly magazine. It is about
life in France and England during the French Revolution (ZEIAZE ).

Glossary

Factory A building where things are made IR
Journalist A person who writes for a newspaper RE/HEIES
Chronicle A newspaper or magazine F0E / KER (RTIEHE)
Sketches A drawing or comic HE
To publish To print and sell a book or story HhR

Serial A story told in many different parts EE

Popular Liked or enjoyed by lots of people SEUDR / RITH

Musical A play or film with songs and music =]
Magazine A thin book that is printed every week or month S

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved.
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A Tale of Two Cities is set in London, England and Paris, France between 1775 and 1792.
So what was happening at this time in these two great cities?

LONDON, ENGLAND

The Industrial Revolution
THEEdm

The Industrial Revolution started in the
late 1700s in Britain. It was a time when
new inventions and new technologies
changed the way Britain worked. One of
the biggest changes was the invention of
big factories. This meant that everything
could be made quicker and more cheaply.

Poor people in Britain moved into the big
cities (like London) so that they could
work in these factories. They thought this
would be a good thing, but the factory
owners paid very low wages. The poor
workers had very hard lives. They were

PARIS, FRANCE

The French Revolution
FEB K& an

There was a very big difference between
the rich and poor people in France.

The poor people had difficult lives. They
had to pay very high taxes, but they
lived in poverty. The rich people lived in
luxury. They were very powerful. They
looked after each other, and spent the
country’s taxes on themselves.

The poor people were angry at the king
and the government for letting this
happen. They wanted things to change,
so they decided to overthrow the king,
and find a new ruler that would help

starving while the rich people got richer! them.
Glossary
Invention A new tool or device, a new idea EXAP
Technology New science that helps to solve a problem [RE5T
Cheaply Not costing a lot of money EEM
Owner A person that owns something FA/BEE
Wages Money given in exchange for work I=
Starving To have no food to eat B
Poverty Extremely poor, has nothing BR
Luxury Extremely rich, comfortable, happy =%
Tax Money you pay to the government to help them run the country M
Government The group of people who control and make decisions for a country AT
Overthrow To remove or get rid of someone in power 30
Ruler The person who rules —who is in charge or in control waE

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved.
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THE FRENCH REVOLUTION %E A Z 5 (1789 — 1799)

The French Revolution began in 1789. Most of the people in France were poor, starving and
very angry. Many of these poor people wanted things to change so they became

revolutionaries. How did the revolution happen?

The Battle of the Bastille (Pronounced: BAS-TEEL)

In 1789, the revolutionaries went to the Bastille fortress and took it over. There was
rioting and violence in the streets of Paris. This was the beginning of the revolution.
Many of the rich and powerful people ran away from France, and the revolutionaries
attacked those that stayed. The revolutionary government said they would make &

France a more fair place, but things did not get better.

The Battle of the Bastille is one of the key events in A Tale of Two Cities.

The Reign of Terror

When the revolutionaries were in power it was called the “reign of terror” because they
were very hard on the people. If they thought that anyone was disloyal to them, they
would execute them using the guillotine. Around 16,000 people were executed in this

time, including the King and Queen!

A character in our play is called disloyal. If he is guilty, he will be executed.

Napoleon Bonaparte (Pronounced: NAP-O-LEE-ON BONE-A-PART)

The revolution ended in 1799 when a French soldier named Napoleon Bonaparte became

the ruler of France. Life got better for the poor when he was ruler.

Glossary

Revolutionary Someone who is fighting for the revolution EmE
Battle A big fight between two sides B1%
Fortress A place that is protected against attacks FE
To riot When a large group of people behave in a violent way =E
Violence The use of physical harm 2N
To attack To try to hurt, injure or destroy someone or something e
Fair Treating everyone in the same way YNSE
Event Something that happens =
Reign The period of time in which someone is in power wa
Terror A very strong feeling of fear i

Disloyal Not loyal, not supporting someone or something KRB

To execute To kill someone as a punishment for a crime BR

Guillotine A machine with a heavy blade to cut people’s heads off ETERES

Guilty Responsible for doing something bad or wrong BEHN
Soldier A person who fights in an army T

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved.
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THE CHARACTERS &8

The characters are the people in the play.
Some of them come from Paris, some come from London.

) y | il e
Dr Manette Lucie Manette
(Pronounced: Doctor Ma-net) (Pronounced: Loo-see Ma-net)
Dr Manette was a doctor. He was put Lucie is Dr Manette’s daughter.
in prison in France for 18 years, but She lives in England with Lorry.
he didn’t do anything wrong! She has not seen her father for many
years.
Mr Lorry

(Pronounced: Mister Lor-ee)
Mr Lorry is Dr Manette’s dear friend. He lives

wa
in England. He looks after Lucie while g SN

Dr Manette is in prison. |

Mr Defarge Mrs Defarge
(Pronounced: Mister De-Farj) (Pronounced: Misses De-Farj)
Mr Defarge is a revolutionary in Paris. Mrs Defarge is a revolutionary too.
He looks after Dr Manette when She hates the rich and powerful
he comes out of prison. people. She wants them to pay.
Glossary

Prison Building where people are sent as a punishment for a crime R

Powerful To be able to control people or things BEREM

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved. 8
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Charles Evrémonde / Charles Darnay

(Pronounced: Charles Ev-ray-mond / Charles Dar-nay)

Charles is part of a rich and powerful family, but he hates 1
the things his family have done in France. He gives up all of

his money and power and moves to England. He changes his
name to Charles Darnay so that no one knows that he is
French.

\ ¢/
AN

Marquis Evrémonde
(Pronounced: Mar-kees Ev-ray-mond)

The Marquis is a rich and important French man. He does not I l

care about the people of France. He only cares about money
and power. He is Charles’ uncle.

Gabelle
(Pronounced: Ga-bell)
Gabelle is Charles’ friend. He stays in France when Charles I .

goes to England. He is a loyal friend.

Sydney Carton

/\
AN

(Pronounced: Sid-nee Cart-on)

Carton is an English man. He is a lawyer. He helps Charles y/‘
Darnay. Carton looks a lot like Charles. Sometimes people

. think they are the same person! Sydney Carton is in love with

| Lucie. He would do anything for her.

Glossary
Marquis A rich and important French man &S
Uncle The brother of your mother or father B/®/E
Loyal Showing constant support for something or someone B
Lawyer A person who works with the law (EET]

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved. 9
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THE STORY #{ZE

. l Paris, France

Dr Manette has been in prison for many years. HHH””
He was innocent, so why did he go to prison? oo

Two evil brothers hurt a young girl and boy. Dr Manette tried
to save them, but they both died.

The evil brothers were scared that Dr Manette would tell the
police. They were very rich and powerful so they made sure
Dr Manette went to prison so he could not tell anyone what had
happened. He went to prison for 18 years!

Dr Manette has a daughter called Lucie. When he went to prison,
he asked his friend Lorry to look after her in England. Lucie has not
seen her father for 18 years!

Dr Manette is now free from prison. He is staying with Mr and Mrs
Defarge. Lorry and Lucie come to Paris to see him.

Lucie goes to get her father from Mr and Mrs Defarge.
She takes him to England by boat.

As Dr Manette leaves Mr and Mrs Defarge’s house,
he drops a letter. Mrs Defarge picks it up and reads it.

X (v

Glossary
Innocent Not guilty, has done nothing wrong mEW
Evil Very bad, has no morals PR
To hurt To cause pain to someone or something B=E
Scared To be afraid of something =g
Boat A vehicle that travels on water R
Letter A written message =4

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved. 10
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I I Paris, France

Marquis Evrémonde is talking to his nephew, Charles
Evrémonde. Charles’ family is very rich and powerful, but Charles
hates what they have done to the people in France.

Charles says he will give up his money and power and move to
England. He will change his name to Charles Darnay so no one
knows that he is French. Charles asks his friend Gabelle to stay in
France and look after his family.

I N2 Charles meets Lucie and Dr Manette on the boat to England.
. 210N He is kind to them. They are very grateful.

%
%‘IN London, England

When Charles gets to England, everyone thinks that he is a French spy! He must go to
court. Charles’ lawyer is called Mr Carton. There are three witnesses:

Witness 1: Mr Barsad

HHH?}’ Barsad says: “l saw Charles telling secrets to French people!”
= Carton says: “Mr Barsad has been to prison! You cannot trust him.”

Witness 2: Lucie Manette

Lucie says: “Charles was kind to us on the boat to England.”
Carton says: “This shows that Charles is a good man.”

Witness 3: Mrs Hawkins

Hawekins says: “I saw Charles talking to French sailors!”
Cartons says: “I look just like Charles! It was me, not him!”

The jury says that Charles is NOT GUILTY! Charles thanks Lucie for her help.

Glossary

Grateful Feeling or showing thanks %
Spy A person who tries to get information about a country for another country BB
Court A legal meeting about crimes by

Witness A person who tells the court what they know or what they have seen S
Secret Something only a few people know s
To trust To believe that someone is good or honest, or that something is true B
Sailor A person who works on a boat KF

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved.
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N L]
zl;'\g London, England

Charles and Carton go to drink and talk. Carton says that
he is not very happy. He realises he loves Lucie!

Carton goes to see Lucie. He tells her that he loves her.
She says that she does not love him.

Later, Charles goes to Lucie’s house. He tells Dr Manette that
he loves Lucie too! He asks Dr Manette if he can marry her.
Dr Manette says yes.

@ Lucie and Charles get married! @

TWO YEARS LATER:
In London, England

There is a big battle between the o '
revolutionaries and the French army. gharlets kfmcll)s (t)r?t thatl S.abell-e has
It is called The Battle of the Bastille. Cﬁenl a den X dy te rev;J uplor)a{les.
The revolutionaries win! Gabelle is arles decides to go to raris to save

taken as a prisoner by them. his friend. Lorry goes with him.

) E—— T

Glossary
To realise To understand or become aware of IR/ REE
To marry To become husband and wife R
Army A large group of soldiers that fight for one country BEK
Prisoner Someone who is in prison as punishment for a crime AR
To save To keep someone or something safe, to stop them from dying ET gl

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved. 12
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5
5

I I Paris, France

The revolutionaries are now in power. They think that Charles has come back to France
to fight against them, so they take him to court!

Charles says that his real name is Charles Evrémonde, but he says that he hates his family

and the things they have done in France. He says that he gave up his family and went to
England. He only came back to Paris to save Gabelle.

Suddenly, Mrs Defarge comes in with a letter. It is the letter that Dr Manette dropped
many years ago. The letter says the Manette went to prison because of two evil brothers

who killed a girl and a boy. The brothers were called Evrémonde! The brothers were
Charles’ father and uncle!

The girl and boy that were killed were Mrs Defarge’s sister and brother. She says that
Charles must pay for his father’s crime. The court says that Charles must die.

He is sent to the prison, where he must wait to be killed by the guillotine.

Glossary
To fight To use weapons or force to hurt someone 5/ FHF
Suddenly Very quickly and unexpectedly EATS
To pay To suffer or be punished for something B
Crime An illegal act which must be punished Eth
To wait To stay in one place until something happens i
To kill To cause someone to die #56

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved. 13
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I I Paris, France

Charlesisin prison. He is waiting to die. Carton comes to visit him. Carton gives Charles
some drugs that make him unconscious.

Carton pays the guard to take Charles out of the prison. Carton goes into the prison
instead of Charles. Carton looks just like Charles so no one knows!

Carton is taken to the guillotine. He dies.

Carton died to save Charles. Why did he do this?

Carton is still in love with Lucie. He knows that she will be very
sad if Charles dies. He saves Charles because he wants Lucie to
be happy. He hopes that she will have a long and happy life with
Charles.

Lucie, Charles and Dr Manette get back to England together.

Glossary
Drug A medicine, tablet or liquid that has an effect on the body )
Unconscious Not awake AEAEN
Guard A person whose job is to protect someone or something BT/ EFE
Instead When one thing is used in the place of another =

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved. 14
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THEMES &
Duality £ 5E 14

DISCUSSION:
It is okay to do something bad if it is for a good reason.
Do you agree or disagree?

Duality is when two different or opposite things are put together, such as good and bad, rich and
poor, Paris and London. This story is about lots of these dualities.

1. GOOD & BAD

Dickens starts the story with this line:
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times.”

He is saying that the story is set in a terrible time — because of the French Revolution, the violence
and the way that poor people in France and England are treated.

But it is also a great time — because of the Industrial Revolution, the amazing inventions that are
changing the world, and the fact that people are fighting for what they believe in. So perhaps
Dickens is saying that good things and bad things always come together.

Life is never all good, but it is never all bad either! Do you agree?

2. PARIS & LONDON

The “Two Cities” from the title are Paris and London. Life is very different in these two cities, though
life is hard for poor people in both places. Many people think that Charles Dickens wrote this story
as a warning to England, that if they did not look after the poor people in the country, the poor
people would start a revolution like the one in France.

If you were alive at this time, which city would you prefer to live in?

3. CHARLES & CARTON

Charles and Carton look the same, but have different lives. Darnay is born with money and power,
but he gives it all up to move to England. He falls in love with Lucie. Carton loves Lucie, but she does
not love him. Carton gives up his life to save Charles. He does this to make Lucie happy.

What other dualities can you find in the story?

Glossary
Duality When something has two parts, or two things that come together €EEM
Terrible Very bad or unpleasant BIL [y
Amazing Causing great surprise or wonder SAIZEN
To believe To agree that something is true or right HE
Warning Something that tells us about a possible danger or problem e

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved. 15
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Love and Loyalty Z 83

DISCUSSION:

Loyalty to your friends, your family and your country is important.

Do you agree or disagree?

Love and loyalty are very important to the play. People are loyal to their family, the people

they love, and their country. Some characters are NOT loyal.

LUCIE, DR MANETTE and LORRY

The play starts with Lucie seeing her father for the first time in 18 years. They do not
remember much about each other, but she still promises to look after him. They are
loyal to each other.

Lorry has been loyal to Dr Manette and to Lucie for many years. He looks after Lucie
while Dr Manette is in prison, and he does anything that the family ask him.

CHARLES and GABELLE

When Charles decides to leave France, Gabelle wants to go with him. Charles says no.
He asks Gabelle to stay in France to look after his family. Gabelle agrees. Years later,
Gabelle is taken by the revolutionaries. This is because of his loyalty to Charles’ family.

When Charles hears that Gabelle has been taken, he goes to France to save him, but
he gets in trouble himself! This shows the loyalty between Charles and Gabelle.

CHARLES and FRANCE

Charles is not loyal to his country. Before the revolution, France was a very unfair
place. Poor people had very hard lives while the rich lived in luxury.

Charles hates this. His family are very rich, and he thinks they are not helping the poor
enough, so he gives up his power and moves to England.

What other characters are loyal, or disloyal to people or places?

Glossary
Loyalty Giving or showing firm and constant support st
Trouble Problem or difficulty i &
Unfair Not treating people in an equal way AAEH

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved. 16
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Luck and Fate ER 1 aniE
DISCUSSION:
People are born lucky or unlucky.
Do you agree or disagree?

Luck plays a big part in what happens to each of the characters in the play.

Charles is a LUCKY character.

He is born into a family with lots of money and power. But he does not like this
life. He gives it up and moves to England.

His friend, Carton, looks just like him! This means Carton can take his place in

prison and save his life.

He looks just like Charles, but he is not so lucky.
He is in love with Lucie, but she loves Charles.
Carton chooses to die so that he can make Lucie happy.

Carton does not have a lucky life.

He is unlucky because he is sent to prison for 18 years, but he did not anything

wrong.

He is lucky when he is free, his daughter looks after him. He is given a new life

in England.

Her brother and sister were killed. She is very sad and angry about this.
She is lucky that Dr Manette drops the letter when he leaves her house. The

letter explains who killed her brother and sister. With this letter, she can get

revenge.

Advanced Question: Do you believe in fate?

Glossary
Fate Things that happen suddenly which a person cannot control i
The action of hurting or harming someone in return for an injury or wrong
Revenge . =i
suffered at their hands

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved. 17
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THINK!

HOW WAS LIFE IN FRANCE IN THE 1700s DIFFERENT FROM LIFE NOW IN HONG KONG?
EH/\HrZBERRSHERNETHOAR ?

Think about:

Rich and Poor EETE &

e The story happens during the French Revolution.
e 3% of people are rich. 97% of people are poor.
e The poor people have very hard lives.

e Think about life for rich and poor people in Hong Kong.

Technology %

e Characters in the play communicate using letters.

e There were no phones or computers then.

e How would the story be different if the characters had phones or computers?

e Do you think new ways of communicating, like social media, are good or bad?

Prison E5 %%

e Dr Manette spends 18 years in prison — but he has done nothing wrong!
e |s prison a good way to punish people?
e Charles is sent to be executed — but he hasn’t done anything wrong either.

e |s execution a good way to punish people?

Glossary
To communicate To tell someone information using words or gestures BB
Phone A way to speak to people far away by wires B
Computer An electronic machine £
To punish To make someone suffer for a crime or bad thing they have done a0

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved.
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HOW TO MAKE A PLAY

When you see a play at the theatre you use your eyes and ears.
What do you see? What do you hear?

The Actors are the The Characters are .
people who perform the people in story. The Stage is where the
the play. actors perform.

The Audience
are the people

The Set is the
pictures and

who see the furniture on the
play. stage.
The Lighting and The Props are the
Sound help to tell the The Costumes are the objects that the actors
story. clothes that the actors use.
wear.

When you listen to a radio play, you cannot see the actors, the costumes, the stage, the set,
the props or the lights. So how do you know what is happening?
How do we tell a story just using words and sound effects?

What do we need to make a radio play?

Glossary
Actor The people who perform the play EE
To perform To do something to entertain others, like acting or singing =5
Character The people in the story of the play y=2)e)
Stage The space where the actors perform the play Emo
Audience The people who watch a play or performance #\=
Set The pictures and furniture on the stage Hhe
Furniture Chairs, tables, beds and other object used in the home E4=]

L The design of stage lights to tell the time or location of the story
Lighting . BOWEN
and light up the stage

Sound Sound effects and music in a play BEEE /BN
Costume The clothes the actors wear in the play 1 BR
Props The things the characters use in the play BEE

A drama performance only with sound, broadcast on radio or

Radio Play EEEl

online, also called “radio drama”

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved. 19
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HOW TO MAKE A RADIO PLAY
STEP 1: A SCRIPT B4~

First, we need a script. The script tells the story of the play. It tells the actors what to say and
how to say it. It also tells us what sounds need to be made.

Here is part of the script for A Tale of Two Cities. Read it with a friend or family member. Think
about what the characters say, how they say it, and how they are feeling. Think about the
sounds you can hear in the scene.

WHERE the HOW they WHAT This is a sound effect.
scene WHO speaks. K thev sa It tell hat is h i
happens. speak. y say. ells us what is happening.
/ /
SCENE 3

(Inside Mr Defafge’s shop/Sound of a doorjfopening.)

MR DEFARGE (Surprised) Can | help you with anything Miss?

LUCIE | wish to see a man who lives here, a Mr Manette.

MR DEFARGE Dr Manette? What business have you with him?

LUCIE He is my father. | wish to take him back to England with me.
MR DEFARGE (Sighs) Very well, follow me.

(Sound of man and woman walking slowly up steps.)

LUCIE Is he alone?

MR DEFARGE Alone? Yes! He is always alone.

(Sound of Mr Defarge getting key out of his pocket and opening the door.)

Glossary
Sound Effect A sound other than speech in a play, film or production BEWR
Business Concern or interest Bk / B75

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved. 20
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STEP 2: ACTORS

When we have a script, we need to find actors to read it! Sometimes, one actor will play more

than one character by changing their voice. They can change the speed, pitch, volume, or
accent.

Who speaks quickly? Who speaks slowly?
Speed Fast [ ]

/\ ﬁ}'ﬁ or
slow?

Po

Who has a high voice? Who has a low voice?

Pitch High @
. or
== low? @

Who speaks quietly? Who speaks loudly?

Volume Quiet @ O
9}) wn | P
=

loud?

=

People from different places say words in

Where are
Accent a different way! Listen to people around you.
e they
HE from? Can you guess where they come from by the way

they speak?

In this radio play, one actor played Dr Manette and the Judge while one actress played
Madame Defarge and Mrs Hawkins. When you listen to the radio play, think about how they
change their voice to become a different person!

Glossary

Voice The sound made by someone speaking B

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved. 21
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STEP 3: SOUND EFFECTS and MUSIC

Sound effects are the sounds in the radio play that are not people speaking. We use sound
effects and music in different ways in the play. They can help to show action, location and

emotion.
1. Action E){E

Sound effects are used to show WHAT is happening in the play. What sounds might you hear
when:

Someone cries Mr Defarge opens the door A phone rings

¢ 0 5
Lucie walks up stairs It starts to rain People fight
Someone eats or drinks A baby screams Charles opens a letter

* What other sound effects of actions might you hear in A Tale of Two Cities?
e  Which of the sounds above will you NOT hear in A Tale of Two Cities? Why?

Glossary
Action Something that is done or a way of behaving ENfE
Location Place or position friE
Emotion A strong feeling TR
To ring To give out a clear sound (B ) &
To scream To make a loud cry or call Ky

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved. 22
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2. Location SiE
Sound effects are used to show WHERE the radio play is happening. What sounds would you
hear in:

A busy shop A dirty prison A noisy factory
N I
Z1 L\

A quiet park A street in England A street in France

e How will places in France sound different to places in England?
e Next time you are in a shop, a park, a school, or just at home, listen to the sounds.
What can you hear?

3. Emotion 5%

Sound effects are used to tell us HOW characters are feeling. This is usually done using music.
What sounds or music could be used to tell us that the scene is:

Jo s 9.

& | A QD

Happy Sad Scary Funny Angry Strange Romantic

e Next time you listen to some music, think about how it makes you feel.
e What music would you play when Charles and Lucie get married?
e What music would you play when Carton is sent to die?

Glossary
Busy To be doing something or working on something TR A
Dirty Not clean, soiled BaEs
Noisy Making a lot of sound, loud sounds I
Strange Unusual or odd, not normal FIEH
Romantic Showing feelings of love R

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved. 23
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STEP 4: TECHNOLOGY iﬂ 0 ¢, B8

Once we have our script, actors and sound effects, we need to record everything!

We use microphones to record the actors’ speaking.

*x e The actors must go into a VERY quiet room where there is no noise.
e The actors talk into the microphone.
SE! e Sometimes they have to say one word lots of times to make sure it is clear!

We use microphones to record the sound effects.

!. * For action sound effects, we record people doing the action — e.g. opening a door or
o walking.
e For location sound effects, we can take the microphone out and record in a real place

<

=t
== —e.g. a busy shop or a quiet park.
&//ﬂ e For music and emotion sound effects, we record instruments and singers, or use songs

that are already recorded.
We use computers to mix the sounds.

@® « Once everything is recorded, we use a computer to mix the speaking, sound effects
ol and music together. We also make sure that nothing is too quiet or too loud.

STEP 5: IMAGINATION

Now the voices, sounds and music have all been recorded and mixed together.
The radio play is ready for you to hear, but it needs one more thing... imagination!

When you play the A Tale of Two Cities, you must listen carefully to the words, sounds
and music you are hearing. Try to imagine the characters as you hear them. What are
they wearing? How do they feel? What are they doing? Where are they going? Use
your imagination!

Glossary
To record To copy and play back #E (FEHHE)
Microphone A device used to record sounds BrE ()
To mix To put different things together BE
Imagination The ability of to form picture in the mind HBigh
To imagine To form pictures of images in the mind FiTE

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved. 24
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»
ACTIVITIES ZEfESE E]

SOUND EFFECTS

Some sound effects are easy to record, like a door closing or a phone ringing. Some sound
effects are harder. What if we need to hear a horse walking, but we don’t have a horse?
We need to find another way to make the sound.

¢ Look at the sound effects below. How would each action or place sound?
e Can you make the sound effects using things you can find in your home?
¢ You can use objects, voices, or musical instruments.

A horse walking A key in a lock
%%99

/1

C—/———/——/7
A desert Island A storm A basketball game

0‘
! 4 ’

A rocket launch A baby crying A factory

Game:
e Ask a friend or family member to close their eyes.
e Play them your sound effect. (You can record them or play it live!)
e (Can they guess what the sound effect is meant to be?
e (Can they guess how you made the sound?

Glossary
Musical Instrument Device for making music £
Lock Device for keeping doors and windows closed £H
Desert Sandy place with few trees, plants or people iR
Island An area of land surrounded by sea Sl
Storm Violent weather bringing rain, thunder and lightening RERM
Rocket A flying machine that goes into space N
To launch To send into the air at

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved. 25
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THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION T %

1764

1771

1783
Hot Air Balloon

1792
Gas Lights

1791
Bicycle

1826
Photography

Activity:

1. Pick one of these important inventions. Research the inventor, and think about how

1829

Typewriter

1826
Matches

the invention changed the world.
2. What one invention would make the world better now? Think of a problem in the

world, and design an invention that would help to fix the problem.

Glossary

Spinning Jenny

A machine used for making thread and cloth A 401

To fix

To find a solution for problems

AR

© 2021. The Absolutely Fabulous Theatre Connection Co Ltd (AFTEC). All rights reserved.
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FIRST LINES

The first line of A Tale of Two Cities is very famous.
The lines below are famous first lines from other stories.

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times.”
A Tale of Two Cities, Charles Dickens

“All children, except one, grow up.”
Peter Pan, J.M Barrie

“It was the day my grandmother exploded.”
The Crow Road, lain M Banks

“l am an invisible man.”
Invisible Man, Ralph Ellinson

“It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks were striking thirteen.”
1984, George Orwell

“It was love at first sight.”
Catch-22, Joseph Heller

Think:

1. Look at each line. Is it a good first line? Why / why not?
2. What makes a good first line? Which is your favourite?
3. Why is it important for plays and stories to have a good first line?

Activity:
e Choose one of the first lines that you have not heard of before.
e Write your own story using it as the first line.

e Be as creative as you can and try to use interesting language.
e When you have finished, research the original story. Is it similar to your story?

Glossary
Except Apart from BRT
To explode To blow up or break apart IBYE / (1B4E)E
Invisible Something that you cannot see R
Bright Shining FBZ=RY
Clock A device which shows time 558
To strike (of a clock) To indicate the time by sounding a chime or stroke RS
Original The first one [REH / [RZ
Similar Almost the same as something else KD
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COMPREHENSION

Answer the questions about A Tale of Two Cities.
You’ll find all of the answers in this pack, so read carefully!

Who wrote A Tale of Two Cities?

. William Shakespeare B. J.K. Rowling C. Jane Austen D. Charles Dickens
When was A Tale of Two Cities published?

. 1759 B.1859 C. 1959 D. 2059
How long was Dr Manette in prison?

. 10 years B. 2 years C. 20 years D. 18 years
Who does Dr Manette stay with after prison?

. Mr and Mrs Aftec B. Mr and Mrs Paris C. Mr and Mrs Defarge D. Mr Carton
Lucie comes to find her father. Who is with her?

. Mr Lorry B. Mr Car C. Mr Bicycle D. Mrs Foot
Who do Lucie and Dr Manette meet on the boat to England?

. Mr Defarge B. Sydney Carton C. Charles Darnay D. Justin Bieber
When was The Battle of the Bastille?

.1789 B. 1799 C. 1889 D. 1899
Who gets captured by the revolutionaries at The Battle of the Bastille in Paris?

. Carton B. Lucie C. Dr Manette D. Gabelle
The revolutionaries say that Charles must be executed. Carton takes his place in the
prison and is killed instead. Why did he do this?

. He loves Charles Darnay. B. He loves Lucie Manette. C. He hates England.

iscussion / Essay Questions:

10. What does the play say about how we should treat poor people?

11. Which characters are lucky or unlucky in the play?

12. How do you think Charles Dickens felt about the French Revolution?

©
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